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no man among them is searching for the imag-
inative and spiritual food to be got out of
great literature. Nobody, with the exception
of a few ladies, perhaps, ever seems to do any
disinterested reading in this library, or indeed
anywhere else in Ireland. Every man here is
grinding at the mill wherein he grinds all
things into pounds and shillings, and but few
of them will he get when all is done. Ireland,
half through her own fault and half through
circumstances over which she has no control,
is not a reading nation, nor has she been so for
many a long day. A single town in Scotland
is said to buy more books than all Ireland put
together, and surely nowhere out of Ireland
will you find a great library like this given
over completely to the student cramming for
examinations.

Can we find a remedy? Can we not unite
literature to the great passion of patriotism
and ennoble both thereby? This question has
occupied a good many of us this spring. We
think that a national literary society and a
series of national books like Duffy's Library
of Ireland may do something, and have ac-
cordingly founded such a society and planned
out, with the help of a number of well known
men of letters, such a national series. Our
task should not, after all, be so difficult. These